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______________________________________________________________
Thank you Madam President,

My delegation welcomes the delegation of the Czech Republic led by H.E. Mr Vladimir Galuska. We thank the delegation for the detailed presentation of their national report.
2. My delegation welcomes the efforts undertaken by the Czech Republic in reviewing and strengthening its national laws on a number of important human rights issues from 2008 to 2012, which includes the adoption of the Anti-Discrimination Act in 2009, the Criminal Code and amendments to the Code of Civil Procedures, among others. The review and abolition by the Constitutional Court of a number of rules demonstrate the seriousness of the Government in upholding the promotion and protection of human rights of its people. We also acknowledge the constraint faced by the Government in fulfilling the fundamental rights of its people and are confident that the Czech Republic will do its utmost to tackle those issues.
3. We are pleased to note that the Czech Republic has taken a number of measures to address the issues of racism, discrimination and xenophobia towards the Roma people in the country.  However, we note with concern the continued racially-motivated violence demonstrations, marches and rallies against the Roma. We urge the Government to heed the call of CERD to ensure that racially motivated acts of violence against the Roma are investigated and that the perpetrators do not remain unpunished.
4. We further note the observation made by CERD on the social marginalisation and discrimination faced by the Roma people in education, health and housing. In this regard, we encourage the Czech Republic to continue implementing the Roma Integration Policy 2010-2013. 
Madam President,
5. My delegation wishes to propose the following three recommendations:
5.1. To intensify efforts in eliminating all forms of discrimination  against ethnic minorities and in this regard to seriously implement   the national legal and policy framework on anti-discrimination;
5.2. To establish an independent national human rights institution that fully complies with the Paris Principles; and
5.3. To consider an early ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography.

I thank you, Madam President.

GENEVA
22 October 2012
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